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Abstract. One of the innovative methods of learning a foreign language
is the use of mnemonics to memorize words. Cognitive processes, such as the
formation of associative connections, play an important role in memorizing
information. When memorizing words using the Mnemonic Keyword Method,
the creation of mental images and connections is essential. Furthermore, this
process activates the visual and creative aspects of cognitive functions. The
conducted experimental research is aimed at understanding to what extent
students, who were taught to use this method, find it useful and want to
continue using it in the future. This article examines the use of the Mnemonic
Keyword Method for memorizing English vocabulary. The use of mnemonics
increases the motivation of students and allows them to significantly expand
their vocabulary. This study aimed to identify the students’ opinions regarding
this method. To achieve this goal, a survey (questionnaire) was conducted
among first-year bachelor students of the L.N. Gumilyov Eurasian National
University. This study revealed the students’” perspectives regarding the
effectiveness of this method, the students’ intentions to use this method in the
future, the factors that influence their choice, and the difficulties that arise in
the process of applying the method.
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Introduction

In today’s rapidly changing world, due to globalization and the development of information
technology, English language proficiency is becoming a great advantage for any person. In
Kazakhstan, there is a strong emphasis on learning the English language and developing
competitive professionals who will contribute to the development of the country and its economy.

However, in the process of learning any language, there is always a concern about how
to make the process of memorizing vocabulary straightforward and effective. This is because
memorizing vocabulary is often a complex and time-consuming process that is associated with
various difficulties.

The main problems faced by learners during this process are the following:

Information overload: Today, there are plenty of resources online and on social media.
Because of an excessive amount of information, it is difficult to choose what to focus on, and
this consequently leads to low productivity. The constant need to process information can cause
fatigue and stress, making it difficult to identify keywords and expressions for memorization.

Insufficient practice: One of the common misconceptionsis the belief that simply familiarizing
with new words is enough. Consequently, the lack of practice and use of the vocabulary in a
context can significantly slow down the process of vocabulary acquisition.

Inconsistent memorization: There are some stages in memorizing vocabulary that should
be followed. Such as familiarizing and understanding, building associations and connections,
contextualization, repetition, testing, feedback, and correction. However, sometimes some of
them are omitted.

Lack of interest: if students have no interest, the process of learning any language can
become extremely difficult.

Tendency to forget: The method that most students use to memorize words is cramming.
This can provide short-term memorization, but without the active use of words in real situations
and connections between words that are memorized, the words are forgotten in a short time

Considering all of the problems associated with learning foreign vocabulary, there is a high
need to utilize effective methods of memorization. In this context, the method of Mnemonic
Keyword associations stands out as an innovative and effective method. Numerous surveys
and research on this topic were conducted, and many of them proved the effectiveness of these
techniques. This is because psychologists believe that words that refer to bright mental imagery
are much better remembered and conversely, those that are not associated with anything are
remembered worse [1, 27].

Leontiev A. A. considers mnemonic techniques as building connections between memorized
and well-known objects [2, 113]. While mnemonic techniques come in various forms, this
particular research focuses on the «Keyword Method» of mnemonic, characterized by the
creation of mental imagery. Despite being a relatively new term in the field, the concept it
represents has been employed before in the works of Atkinson, R., and Raugh, M. According to
them with the aid of Keyword Mnemonic, students can learn the required words in a short time,
and minimum lack of retention and recognition is obtained [3].

According to Richard C. Atkinson and Michael R. Raugh, the Mnemonic Keyword Method
involves a two-stage approach to learning a vocabulary item. In the initial stage, the learner
associates the spoken foreign word with an English word, referred to as the keyword, which
phonetically resembles some part of the foreign word. In the subsequent stage, the learner
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creates a mental image of the keyword interacting with the English translation. Therefore, a
keyword is linked with its translation. Their experiment proves the effectiveness of this method.
Richard C. Atkinson and Michael R. stated that this method may not be appropriate for all
learners, but there is the possibility that some, especially those who have difficulty with foreign
languages, will receive particular benefits [3].

M. Amiryousefi and S. Ketabi demonstrated that including mnemonic techniques in classes
is a useful way of enhancing vocabulary learning and recall. According to them, there are
certain considerations that teachers should keep in mind when teaching vocabulary using the
Mnemonic Keyword Method.

1. Learners should be encouraged to discover their own mnemonic devices. In cases where
they are unable to do so, teachers can provide assistance by suggesting suitable mnemonic
devices.

2. It may not always be feasible to apply specific mnemonic devices to every word. Some
words may cause challenges in finding appropriate keyword associations.

3. Additionally, students exhibit varying abilities, with imagery techniques proving more
effective for some, while others may benefit more from verbal strategies. [4].

Problem Statement. The Keyword Method asasub-title of mnemonichasbeen experimentally
proven to be influential in improving vocabulary learning. As evidenced by the findings of a
study conducted by Bruning, R., Schraw, G., and Ronning, R., individuals instructed through
the mnemonic approach not only saved time but also sustained their motivation to acquire new
information. Additionally, the mnemonic technique assists learners in retrieving words when
needed later on, distinguishing it from the more mechanical process of rote learning [5, 17].

Undoubtedly, recognizing the significance of employing specialized techniques is crucial
when introducing new vocabulary to students. By exploring various mnemonic approaches,
educators can enhance the effectiveness of language learning and provide valuable insights into
optimal vocabulary retention strategies.

This article aims to analyze the perspectives of the students concerning the efficacy of this
method. It is particularly worth noticing, as the success of this method lies in active student
engagement and their intrinsic motivation to apply this method.

This study aims to answer the following research questions:

1. How often do students use the Mnemonic Keyword Method?

2. To what extent do students perceive the Mnemonic Keyword Method as beneficial in
facilitating their language acquisition?

3. What factors influence students’ preferences for or against the usage of the Mnemonic
Keyword Method in English lexical learning?

The article examines the important role of mnemonics in the effective formation of a lexical
stock. Special attention is paid to the opinion of students who, as part of a scientific experiment,
were trained to use mnemonics to learn foreign words in the context of the Mnemonic Keyword
Method.

The scientific significance of the work: The study of students” opinions on the Mnemonic
Keyword Method can provide an immersion into the cognitive processes underlying the use of
mnemonics for memorizing words. This contributes to a better understanding of how students
perceive and apply this method. The results of the study can lead to the improvement of English
language teaching methodologies. The understanding of how students perceive mnemonics can
help teachers adapt their methods to teach more effectively.
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Practical significance of the work: The results of the study provide practical value for teachers,
enriching their understanding of how students can effectively use mnemonics. This may lead
to the development of specific strategies to better adapt this method in curricula. The study
can stimulate conversations about how to increase students’ motivation and success in learning
English vocabulary. Practical findings can be used to create more effective motivation strategies.

Methodology

This research employed a quantitative research methodology, utilizing an online survey
as the primary instrument for data collection. The survey, administered anonymously, took
the form of a carefully crafted questionnaire. Its purpose was to delve into the perspectives of
students at L.N. Gumilyov Eurasian National University regarding the efficacy of the Mnemonic
Keyword Method in enhancing the acquisition of foreign language vocabulary.

The participants of the survey were 15 students who attended the General English course.
The students memorized new vocabulary by the use of Mnemonic Keyword Method. They were
tirst-year bachelor students majoring in foreign languages. During the semester, the students
learnt how to use this method by building important skills such as developing visual memory
and associating and connecting objects. After completing the academic term, they were asked
to participate in a questionnaire to share their insights and opinions about using the Mnemonic
Keyword Method.

A variety of materials and methods aimed at developing students’ lexical skills were
used to conduct the research. All materials were carefully selected, taking into account their
psychological, pedagogical, and methodological significance. The components were chosen
according to their role in the effective acquisition of lexical material and the development of
language skills.

To develop the theoretical basis for this survey, the works on the methodology of language
teaching, the psychology of learning foreign languages and memorizing words, fundamental
theories of cognitive science, as well as the theory of the formation of associative connections
in the brain using mnemonics were studied. This includes the works of the following authors:
Zimnaya, I. A, Leontiev A. A, R. C. Atkinson and M. R. Raugh, M. Amiryousefi and S. Ketabi,
S.S.Kunanbaeva, Bruning, R., Vygotsky L.S., and others.

The participants of this survey were first-year students of the specialty Foreign Language:
two foreign languages of the Eurasian National University. Those were 15 students who actively
used the Mnemonic Keyword Method for memorizing English words during one academic
semester. At the end of the semester, they were offered a questionnaire including questions
about their opinion on this method.

15 students took part in the survey, 14 of them are female and 1 is male. Since they are
tirst-year students, 14 of them are between the ages of 16 and 18 and one student is between the
ages of 19 and 20. As can be seen in Figure 1, all the students who took part in the survey were
well acquainted with the method and were able to choose its exact description. This indicates
that they have a complete understanding of the Mnemonic Keyword Method.

During the scientific experiment, the following materials were used:

- Lexical materials from various sources, in particular from the English file textbook used
during the course, to form a database of words.
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- Textbooks aimed at developing the skills of using the Mnemonic Keyword Method for
memorizing foreign vocabulary.

- Video tutorials aimed at using mnemonics in learning vocabulary, as well as illustrative
examples of their use.

The content of the research material:

The research material covers various aspects of mnemonics used toimprove the memorization
of lexical material. This includes association techniques, image creation, and the use of visual
and sound associations.

The methods used:

- Analysis of the methodology of mnemonics and its application in the process of learning
vocabulary.

- Development and testing of special exercises for training mnemonic skills.

- Conducting a survey with students to assess the effectiveness of using mnemonics in
learning vocabulary.

Results and Discussions

This part of the article provides a discussion regarding the results of the study that were
presented in the previous section. According to the answers of the students, they have a general
idea of this method and its basic principles. For this study, it was extremely important to find
out how often students use the Mnemonic Keyword Method now and whether they intend to
use it in the future. It was established from the results that all the recipients are already actively
using the method and are going to continue applying this method in the future.

The majority of the students, 60%, indicate that the reason for their desire to continue using
this method lies in the fact that during the past academic semester, when they memorized
words using this method, they noticed a significant improvement in their vocabulary retention.
One possible reason is that by using both aural and visual imageries, the keyword emerges as
a highly efficient method for learning vocabulary. The fundamental principle underlying this
technique is that enhancing the retention of a foreign word is achievable by simultaneously
incorporating auditory and visual associations. As a result, this contributes to establishing
stronger connections between the new words and pre-existing cognitive frameworks [6].

As established from the survey, students believe that using Mnemonics makes the process
of memorizing vocabulary more enjoyable and engaging. When creating associations, students
have the opportunity to use their creativity and imagination by creating vivid and memorable
images in their brains. Creating vivid associations is a key aspect of successful memorization
and effective learning. Vivid associations include visual images that activate visual memory and
they are often accompanied by emotional reactions. The words and associations that trigger a
strong emotional response are more easily recalled than ones that don't [7].

Some students answered that the Mnemonic Keyword Method helps them relate new words
to real-life experiences and situations. According to cognitive science, the Mnemonic Keyword
Method promotes associative memorization by linking new information with previously known
facts or the experience of students. This method is based on the use of associative links between
new material and existing representations of the students. Information is better remembered
when it is associated with some semantic context or with existing knowledge. Due to this process,
the formation of neural connections is enhanced. Therefore, in the future, the information will
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be more effectively remembered and recalled. Keywords can be viewed as anchors that help
students recall and associate new words with various situations from their own lives. When
using this method, various parts of the brain are activated, such as the hippocampus and cortex,
which are responsible for processing and storing information. Based on the above, the Mnemonic
Keyword Method can be considered effective in terms of cognitive mechanisms of memory and
associative learning [8].

It is important to note that using any method may be followed by some challenges. Half
of the students who participated in the study say that the main difficulty for them is staying
focused while coming up with mnemonics. The process of creating associative connections
requires strong concentration and attention, which can be difficult for some students. Focusing
on creating visual images and associations improves the student’s attention to the material being
studied. Based on this, it can be suggested that while teaching vocabulary using the Mnemonic
Keyword Method, it is also necessary to introduce exercises for the development of attention
and concentration, for example, Memory Games, Visualization, Jigsaw Puzzles, etc.

One of the reasons that students also pointed out is running out of time because creating
mnemonics takes longer than expected. When using the Mnemonic Keyword Method, it is
important to keep in mind that the process of selecting keywords may be time-consuming. It is
believed that the first months of using this method are the most difficult since students do not
yet have a database of their own keywords. Over time, when many words are memorized using
this method, students’ own dictionary of associations is formed. For example, the keyword for
«con» can be «koup» (horse), and for «<sw», for example, «cunbs»(pig). Thus, in the future,
students will need less time to select keywords.

Another challenge for students is that they believe some words don’t seem to fit the mnemonic
approach, making it less effective. This may be due to the individual characteristics of some
words or abstractness. Also, some words are easier to remember without creating associations.

Memorizing abstract concepts poses a challenge, as visualizing such ideas can be intricate.
These are words such as: noble, admirable or honorable. A possible solution here would be to
create associations with a situation described by the word, which is memorized. To illustrate:
the word “admirable” sounds like the Russian word “agmupaa” (admiral). The association can
be: «An admiral is professionally practicing with swords, and his soldiers admire him, saying
how admirable he is.»

It is important to take into account that the use of mnemonics is individual and a student
should decide for themselves which words to remember using associations or without them.
This is because the effectiveness of this method can vary greatly from student to student and it
is very important that everyone finds their optimal approach.

By using the Mnemonic Keyword Method, the learning process can become more interesting
and engaging. However, as with any mnemonics, its effectiveness may vary depending on the
individual preferences of the student and the nature of the material being studied.

Conclusion

The acquisition of vocabulary is an integral aspect of language learning. Nowadays,
many students face challenges in mastering a wide range of vocabulary items, whether for
examination purposes or to enhance their communication skills. While a minority may achieve
success, a majority often encounters difficulties memorizing and applying the words in real-life
conversational contexts.
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The general investigation on the implementation of mnemonics in FLT has a long history
and has been explored by many scientists. These techniques are memory aids that help learners
retain and recall new words and their meanings more effectively. Mnemonics capitalize on
the brain’s natural ability to associate new information with familiar or easily remembered
information, making the learning process more efficient and enjoyable.

One of the main features of mnemonic techniques is that new information is integrated with
known and this provides better memorization and recall. Therefore, mnemonic techniques are
effective for learners of various age groups and proficiency levels.

This article analyzes the use of the Mnemonic Keyword Method for memorizing English
words. This study aimed to find out the students” opinions about the method. A survey prepared
in Google Forms was used to collect the data.

According to the results of the survey, we can conclude that students find this method
effective and are going to use it in the future. Students appreciate the creativity required in this
method and how the process of selecting keywords is correlated with their real-life experience.

Nevertheless, there is still room for further exploration in employing Keyword Mnemonic
for learning foreign language vocabulary. This is due to the fact that in order to effectively use
the method, a teacher should help students develop the ability to visualize and focus when
coming up with mnemonics. We suggest that teachers using this method to memorize English
words need to pay attention to these difficulties and offer students exercises to overcome them.
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A.K. bericeubaeBal’, A.K. AxmeaoBa?
'Eepasutickuii nayuonarvroii ynusepcumem umeru /A.H. I'ymuresa, Acmana, Kasaxcman
Tummnasus Ne41 umenu A. C. [ywxuna, Tapas, Kazaxcman

Bansinue meToaa MHEMOHMYECKIMX KAIOUEBBIX CA0B Ha IIPOIeCC AeKCMIeCKOTro
OOy4JeHNsI aHT AMVICKOMY SI3BIKY

Annoranys. OgHNM 13 MHHOBAIIVIOHHBIX METOAOB M3Y4eHIsI THOCTPaHHOTO A3bIKa SIBASETCS
JMCIIOAb30BAHME MHEMOTEXHUKU AAS 3aIIOMUHAHUSI CA0B. MHEMOTeXHIMKa KAIOYEBHIX CAOB
OCHOBaHa Ha CO34aHMV aCCOIIMAIINI MeXXAY HOBBIM CAOBOM I y>K€ 3HAKOMBIM KAIOY€BbIM CA0BOM
nan nzoopakenneM. KorHutnsHble IIporieccsl, Takue, Kak (pOpMMUPOBAaHNE ACCOIMATUBHBIX
CBs3€ll, UTPalOT Ba>KHYIO POAb B 3anoMmHaHuy nHdopmanun. I[Tpm sanmommHanum caos c
JMCIIOAb30BAaHMEM MHEMOHIMUYECKOTO MEeTOJAa KAIOYEBBIX CAOB Ba>kHO CO3JaBaTh MBICAEHHBIE
oOpasbl 1 cBs31. KpomMe TOTO, 9TOT IIpoliecc akTUBU3MpPYyeT Bu3yalbHble I TBOpYeCKMe acIIeKThI
KOTHUTUBHBIX PyHKIUIL. [IpoBeeHHOe DKcIIleprMeHTaAbHOe 1ICCAeA0BaHle HallpaB/AeHo Ha TO,
9YTOOBI ITOHATH, B KaKOM CTeIleHM CTYAEHThI, KOTOPBIX HayuMAH I10Ab30BaThCS HTUM MeTOA0M,
HaXOZST €TO ITOAe3HBIM I XOTST IIPOAO0AXKATh MICII0AB30BaTh B Oy AyIIieM.

B aaHHOIT cTaThbe paccMaTpMBaeTCsl MCHOAb30BaHME MHEMOHIYECKOTO MeTOAa KAIOUeBBbIX
CAOB AAs 3allOMMHAHMS AHTAUICKOM AeKcuku. VIcrmoas3oBaHMe MHEMOHMKM ITOBBIIIIAET
MOTMBAIIUIO y4YaIllMIXCsA M MO3BOASIeT MM 3HauMTeABbHO PacIIMPUTL CBOI CAOBapHBIN 3arac.
Lleaplo AaHHOTO MCCA€AOBaHMNS OBLAO BBIABAEHVE MHEHMII YJaIlVIXCSI OTHOCUTEABHO DTOTO
MeToza. s AOCTM>KeHUs DTOM Ileay OblA IIpoBeJeH oIpoc (questionnaire) cpeAn CTyAeHTOB
IepBOro Kypca Oakasaaspuara EBpasmiickoro HammoHaAbHOTO yHUBepcutera nMmenn /.H. I'y-
M1maeBa. DTO OBLAM CTYAEHTHI, KOTOPbIe UCII0Ab30BaAl MeTOJ MHEMOHIMYECKIX KAIOUeBbIX CA0B
Ha ypOKax aHTAMIICKOTO SI3bIKa B TeUeHMe OAHOIO aKajeMI4eckKoro ceMecrpa. JTO MccaesoBa-
HI1€e BBISIBIAO B3TAAABI CTY4€HTOB OTHOCUTEABHO 9(PPEeKTMBHOCTI AaHHOTO MeTOa, HaMepeHIsI
CTyAEHTOB ICII0Ab30BaTh DTOT METOJ, B OyAyIieM, (paKTOPEI, BAUSIONINE Ha UX BBIOOP, U TPYA-
HOCTM, BO3HUKAIOIINe B IIpoliecce IpMMeHeHs MeToAa.

Karodesble caoBa: aeKcuka, sI3bIK, MHEMOHIMKA, METOA MHEMOHMYECKIX KAIOYEBBIX CAOB,
KAI0UYeBOe CA0BO, IIaMSITh.
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MHeMOHMKAaABIK TipeK €O3 34iCiHiH aFblAIIbIH TiAiHIH
AeKCHKAaABIK OKBITY IIpoOIieciHe acepi

Anaarna. Iller TiziH yiipeHyAiH MHHOBaUMAABIK dAicTepiHiH Oipi-ce3aepai ecTe caKkTay YIIiH
MHEMOTEeXHMKaHbl KOA4aHy. KOrHUTUBTI FRIABIM >KoHE eCTe CaKTayAbIH Herisri NpuMHOMITepPi
TYPFBICBIHAH OYA 94iC OKBITYABIH eH TUiMAl a4icTepiHiH Oipi OoabIIl caHasaAbl. AccolMaTUBTI
OaliaaHbBICTapAbl KAABIIITACTBIPY CUAKTBI KOTHUTHUBTI IIpollecTep aKIapaTThl ecTe caKrayaa
MaHBI3AbI PO aTKapaabl. Tipek ce3gepaiH MHeMOHUKAABIK 9iCiH KOAAaHa OTHIPHIIL, CO34epai
JKaTTay Ke3iHge ICUXUKAAbIK OeliHeAep MeH OalilaHbICTap >Kacay MaHbI3Abl. COHBIMEH KaTap,
Oy mpoljecc KOTHUTUBTI (PYHKIIMSAAapABIH BU3yalAbl >KoHe IIbIFapMAaIlIbIABIK acleKTidepiH
Oeacenaipeai. JKyprisiareH SKCIepUMEHTTIK 3epTTey OCBl 94iCTi KOAJaHyFa YlipeTiareH
CTyAEHTTepAiH OHBI KaHIIAABIKTHI I1aligaabl Aell CaHATBIHBIH >KoHe OoJalllakTa KOAAaHYABI
>KaAFacThIPFBICHI KeAeTiHiH TyCiHyTe OarpITTaAFaH.

bya makaaaga arblAIIBIH A€KCMKAChIH €CTe caKTay YIIiH MHEeMOHMKAABIK TipeK co3 9/iCiH
KOAJaHy KapacTbelpblladbl. MHEMOTeXHMKaHbI KOAJ4aHy OKYIIbLAapABIH BIHTAChIH apTThIpaAbl
JKoHe 04apAblH CO34iK KOpBIH eAdyip KeHellTyre MYMKIHAIK Oepeai. 3epTreyAiH MaKcaTbl
CTyAEHTTePAiH OCBbl 94iCKe KaTBhICTHI HiKipAepiH aHbIKTay 0044bl. Ochbl MaKcaTKa >KeTy YIIIiH
A. HIymnaes atviHaarel Eypasust yATTBIK yHUBepcuTeTi OakadaBpuaTbhIHBIH OipiHIIi Kypc
CTyJAeHTTepi apacklHja cayaaHaMma (questionnaire) >xyprisiaai. Cayaanamara 6ip akageMmsAbIK
ceMecTpJe arbIAIIBIH Tial cabaKTapbIHAa MHEMOHMKAABIK TipeK co3i 94iCiHK0AAaHFaH CTy AeHTTep
KATBICTHL. 3epTTey HOTIKeCiHAe CTyAeHTTepAiH OepiareH o4iCTiH THMiMAiJiriHe, CTyAeHTTepAiH
DoaalrakTa OChl 94iCTi K0AAaHy HUETiHe, 0AapAblH TaHAaybIHa acep eTeTiH ¢paKTopaapra >KoHe
94iCTi KOAAaHY IIpolleciHAe TYbIHAANTHIH KMBIHABIKTapFa KaThICThI KO3KapacTaphbl aHBIKTaAABI.

Tyiiin ce3aep: co3aik KOp, Tia, MHEMOTeXHIKa, MHEeMOHMKAABIK TipeK ce3i a4ici, Tipek ces,
SKaAapbl.
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